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Arts Advocates is pleased to have Observer Media Group as its media sponsor for the 2026-2027 season. 

What’s New for 
These Leading Arts 
Organizations 

OCTOBER LUNCHEON PROGRAM

REGISTER HERE
BY  OCTOBER 9

Thursday, October 15, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Sarasota Yacht Club
$45 for Arts Advocates members/$50 for nonmembers

Meet the artistic leaders who are launching their fall schedules 
with plans for the coming season and coming years. Learn more 
at our October luncheon from Rick Kerby, producing artistic 
director of the Manatee Performing Arts Center overseeing 
its new four-story addition; Richard Russell, who is starting 
his tenure as both general and artistic director of the Sarasota 
Opera; and Kyle Turoff, general manager of the Van Wezel 
Performing Arts Hall and booking manager of this iconic hall. 
Jay Handelman, theater critic and co-founder/co-editor of 
ArtsBeat, will lead this lively discussion. Register now so you 
don’t miss out on what’s new now and what’s in store for these 
leading arts organizations.

Artist Series Concerts of Sarasota has provided the 
raffle prize for this month – a certificate for 

two tickets to select concerts in the 2026-2027 season! 

Meet & Mingle: 
There is social time that begins 

at 11 a.m. before lunch. 
Come early to meet other members 
and friends who also love the arts.

Rick Kerby

Kyle Turoff

Richard Russell

Jay Handelman

Luncheons are open seating except for 
May 2027 scholarship luncheon.

https://www.sarasotaopera.org
https://www.sarasotaopera.org
https://www.vanwezel.org
https://www.artsbeat.org
https://www.artistseriesconcerts.org
https://www.yourobserver.com
https://www.artsadvocates.org/members/events-members/381-luncheon-whats-new-for-our-leading-arts-organizations
https://www.manateeperformingartscenter.com


Dear Arts Advocates Members and Friends,

As we leave the dog days of summer and head into  
our fall season, here’s a reminder of some of our 
summer activities.

We held our third and final festive “Meet and Greet 
Summer Social” of the summer on August 20 at 
the Art Ovation Hotel bar. These socials provided 
opportunities for members as well as new members 
to find out more about what events and activities Arts 
Advocates provides.

The artwork of Bill Hartman, Eugene White, and 
Wilfred Berg that has been gracing our gallery since 
July ended its two-month collaboration on Saturday, 
August 29. We were lucky to have been able to 
display so many of their wonderful works of art for   
the summer.

Our 13 artworks and one sculpture on loan to Selby
Library, in support of the City’s Cultural Heritage
Initiative and commemoration of our nation’s 250th
anniversary, will be on display until December 15. The 
artwork is located on both the upper and lower levels 
of the library. 

Looking forward to our fall activities:

The City of Sarasota will hold an opening reception 
at City Hall on September 17 at 4 p.m. for the eight 
Arts Advocates Sarasota Art Colony artist artworks 
as well as the artworks by noted Sarasota artists 
Regan Dunnick and Frank Hopper. This Cultural 
Heritage Exhibition celebrates and shares the many 
artistic  and cultural legacies that have helped shape 
Sarasota’s identity. 

Our first “Behind the Curtain: 
Exploring the Van Wezel 
from the Art to the Stage” 
tour of the fall season will be 
held on September 21 from 
1:30 to 3 p.m.

We will resume our 
luncheon programs in 
October with a panel 
discussion featuring 
leaders of local performing arts organizations lead by             
Jay Handelman. 

Our gallery is the venue for the Art and Soul Bazaar 
in October that will feature artists, musicians
and authors. 

Stay informed by subscribing to our weekly eblasts 
and monthly newsletters or visit artsadvocates.org 
for updates and event registration.

Warmly,
Bill Rusling
President, Arts Advocates

Bill Rusling, President

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
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CONTACT BILL HERE

The Arts Advocates Gallery is located inside the 
Crossings at Siesta Key mall, 

3501 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 
Enter the mall through the doors next to Connors 

Steak & Seafood and turn left.

Ask the President
Questions? Comments? 
Suggestions for luncheon speakers, art talk 
subjects, or other ideas for next season? 

https://www.artsadvocates.org/newsletters
https://www.artsadvocates.org
mailto:president@artsadvocates.org
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OPENING RECEPTION FOR “ECHOES OF SARASOTA” CITY OF 
SARASOTA CULTURAL HERITAGE EXHIBIT
Thursday, September 17, 4-6 p.m.
Sarasota City Hall
FREE

The opening reception for the “Echoes of Sarasota” Cultural Heritage Exhibit includes remarks by 
Mayor Debbie Trice, Public Art Committee Chair Heather Gorman, Colin Thomsen of Thomsen Fine 
Art, Arts Advocates President Bill Rusling, and Public Art Administrator Ciera Coleman. The exhibit 
is a partnership with Thomsen Fine Art with additional art from Arts Advocates.

Arts Advocates has eight Sarasota Art Colony paintings in the exhibit by Eugene White, John S. 
Coppin, Charles Ray McCurry, Wilfred Berg, Loran Wilford, Martha Elizabeth (Dye) Hartman, and 
William Hartman. These works are part of the exhibit that features works by Frank Hopper and 
Regan Dunnick showcasing the history of Sarasota’s robust arts community. The free exhibit is 
open during regular City Hall business hours at 1565 First Street, Sarasota, until May 2027.

Additional information and photos are at SarasotaFL.gov/Echoes-of-Sarasota.

ECHOES OF 
SARASOTA 

Land’s End by Loran Wilford The Third Ring by Martha Hartman Arts Advocates’ President Bill 
Rusling with Service Station by 
William Hartman at City Hall exhibit.
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Saturday, September 26, 1-2 p.m.
Arts Advocates Gallery
FREE

Arts Advocates is pleased to announce the 
acquisition of Jon Corbino’s painting titled Circus 
Moonlight Apparition. Mark Ormond, curator of the 
Arts Advocates collection, will give a presentation 
about the painting. He facilitated the purchase for 
Arts Advocates from a fine arts gallery in Sarasota.

Circus Moonlight Apparition joins two other paintings 
by Jon Corbino that are owned by Arts Advocates: 
Refugees that hangs in the Van Wezel Performing 
Arts Hall; and Palette, acquired in 1972, stolen from 
Van Wezel in 1991, and returned to Arts Advocates 
in 2019 after being found at a local estate sale. It 
hangs in the Arts Advocates Gallery.

Jon Corbino was an internationally known artist 
before he moved to Sarasota in 1956 after visiting 
his friends and Sarasota Art Colony pioneers Helen 
Sawyer and Jerry Farnsworth. He helped change 
the art scene in Sarasota when he convinced his 
Chicago dealer Frank Oehlschlager to open a 
gallery on St. Armand’s Circle in Sarasota in 1962. 

After he moved to Sarasota, Corbino’s palette 
changed and his subject matter was often related to 
the circus that wintered here. 

Corbino was born in Vittorio, Sicily, in 1905 and 
arrived at age eight in New York City. He received 
a scholarship to the Ethical Culture School in New 
York, studied and taught at the Arts Students 
League, attended the Pennsylvania Academy of 
the Fine Arts, was elected to the membership of 
the National Academy of Design, and received two 
Guggenheim Fellowships. He died in Sarasota in 
1964.

Mark Ormond has an impressive career in the art 
world, working for more than 40 years as a museum 
director and curator, university professor, writer, 
independent curator, and consultant to institutions 
and private individuals. He was the senior curator 
and curator of exhibitions at the Ringling Museum of 
Art, and for 11 years he was curator of exhibitions at 
Ringling College of Art and Design.

Circus 
Moonlight 
Apparition 
Reception

Curator Mark Ormond with Jon Corbino’s 
Circus Moonlight Apparition.
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VAN WEZEL TOURS RESUME IN SEPTEMBER 

Behind the Curtain: 
EXPLORING THE VAN WEZEL 
FROM THE ART TO THE STAGE
Perhaps you’ve seen the artworks displayed in the Van Wezel on the way to your seats to enjoy a show. 
Maybe you even stopped to admire a painting. You may not have known these paintings and sculptures were 
created by noted Florida artists and are on loan from Arts Advocates.

A docent will take you on a tour of the paintings 
and sculptures including those by Robert Chase, 
William Hartman, Eugene White, Ben Stahl, 
Thornton Utz, and Frank Colson, to name just 
a few. Then you will step onto the stage where 
a Van Wezel guide will give you a peek behind 
the curtain to learn about the many hands that 
create the Van Wezel’s shows. You will see 
the ropes and pulleys that “fly” the scenery 
on and off the stage, the movable orchestra 
pit, dressing room, and loading dock where 
traveling shows back up their 18-wheelers to 
move their shows onto the stage. All the while 
you’ll be dazzled by stories and anecdotes about 
the colorful world of show business!

2026: September 21, October 19, 
  November 16, December 8

2027:  January 11, February 1, March 1, April 19

Tours are from 1:30-3:00 pm and begin in the 
main lobby. Cost is $20 per person with proceeds 
benefitting Arts Advocates and the Van Wezel’s 
education/engagement programs. Tickets can 
be purchased at the Van Wezel box office or by 
calling (941) 263-6799. 

Private group tours can be arranged by calling Justin Gomlak, Van Wezel’s director of education and 
community engagement, at (941) 263-6754.
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November Luncheon Program
WHY ARE CLASSIC AND 
CONTEMPORARY 
DANCE UNIQUE?
Thursday, November 19, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Sarasota Yacht Club
$45 for Arts Advocates members
$50 for nonmembers

Ariel Serrano and Leymis Bolaños Wilmott, artistic 
directors of the Sarasota Cuban Ballet (SCB) and 
Sarasota Contemporary Dance (SCD), will discuss 
the heritage of their organizations and illustrate with company dancers what makes 
their styles of dance unique. SDC is home to more than 25 in-studio performances 
and over 20 weekly dance classes offered for all ages. SCB is a premier destination 
for Cuban training in the United States with two major components - its award-
winning school and its Sarasota Cuban Ballet Studio Company that performs for 
the public.

COFFEE CONNECTIONS–
Art, Archives, and What’s Next! 
Friday, November 13, 10 a.m.
Art Center Sarasota
FREE

Join fellow Arts Advocates members and friends at Art Center Sarasota for 
a special social get-together! Start the morning with coffee and pastries 
before an engaging program featuring Katherine Ceaser, Art Center 
Sarasota’s executive director, who will share the center’s fascinating 100-
year history and a look at its exciting future. Alecia Harper, donor relations 
coordinator, will introduce us to the center’s treasured archival collections 
and materials, and Arts Advocates will provide a program update as we look ahead to an exciting 2027! It’s 
a wonderful opportunity to connect with fellow arts supporters, learn more about Sarasota’s rich cultural 
history, and celebrate the future of the arts together. This event is free, but registration is required.

REGISTER HERE
BY NOVEMBER 13

REGISTER HERE

https://www.artsadvocates.org/members/events-members/385-coffee-connections-art-archives-and-whats-next
https://www.artsadvocates.org/members/events-members/383-luncheon-why-are-classic-and-contemporary-dance-unique
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NOVEMBER MEMBER ARTIST EXHIBIT

MARIE-LOUISE 
MCHUGH
Saturdays, November 7-28, 2-4 p.m.
Arts Advocates Gallery

Marie-Louise McHugh’s work is rooted in contemporary realism and 
the belief that images can tell stories without words. She has spent a 
lifetime exploring different forms of visual expression. Although she 
began as a collage artist and photographer and continues to experiment 
with digital media, drawing, and mixed-media techniques, she always 
returns to oil painting.

THE SCHOLARSHIP
COMMITTEE NEEDS
MEMBERS LIKE YOU!
Do you love dance, theater, the visual arts, and/or music? If 
you do, the scholarship committee would like your help. Jane 
Sheridan and Rennie Carter will co-chair this important committee. 
The entire committee will read and evaluate applications and 
ultimately determine the 2027 scholarship recipients. In 2026, Arts 
Advocates awarded 10 scholarships of $5,000 each. With your 
help and support, we hope to do the same next year.

Most committee work happens in late February through March, 
as applications are received by February 15. We anticipate having a committee meeting in November at the Arts 
Advocates Gallery to discuss process, timetables, and plans. The committee is divided into two sub-committees 
(Visual Arts and Performing Arts) for the initial review of applications. Then, the full committee meets to 
determine final recipients. We try to have sub-committees of approximately the same size, if possible.

Few things are more rewarding than reading the students’ essays and exploring their incredible talents. If this 
sounds like something you’d like to do, please reach out to Jane Sheridan at jes02655@icloud.com or Rennie 
Carter at renniecarter@comcast.net. 

We know that you’ll enjoy being a part of this great program as much as we do!
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ADVERTISEMENT
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As a core element of its mission, Arts 
Advocates helps raise awareness of 
local arts organizations. Please support 
ongoing and upcoming programs in our 
community. Click on the links for more 
information about these events:

Art Center Sarasota
Adult Education Programs 

Artist Series Concerts of 
Sarasota
2026-27 Season 

Manatee Performing Arts Center 
2026-2027 Season 

Sarasota Opera
2026-2027 Season 

Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall 
2026-2027 Season 

save the dates
“Echoes of Sarasota”
Opening Reception
September 17 | 4-6 p.m.

Van Wezel Tours
September 21
October 19
November 16
1:30-3 p.m.

Moonlight Circus Apparition 
Reception
September 26 | 1-2 p.m.

Luncheons
October 15
November 19
11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Member Artist Exhibit
Marie-Louise McHugh
November 2026 | 2-4 p.m.

Coffee Connections
November 13 | 10 a.m.

Click here to see all events.

Special thanks to the Observer Media Group for 
their media sponsorship of our 2026-2027 season!

https://www.artsarasota.org
https://www.artistseriesconcerts.org
https://www.manateeperformingartscenter.com
https://www.sarasotaopera.org
https://www.vanwezel.org
https://www.yourobserver.com
https://www.artsadvocates.org/members

