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SPECIAL EXHIBITS

Arts Advocates is delighted to
share our newest collaborations
around Sarasota.

The city’'s most memorable faces and places come
alive once again in Echoes of Sarasota, our current
collaborationwith the City of Sarasota. For the next
year, this City Hall Cultural Heritage Exhibition
is on view at both City Hall and the Van Wezel
Performing Arts Hall. The exhibition, presented in
partnership with Thomson Fine Arts and with supporting artwork from Arts Advocates, highlights captivating scenes
from Sarasota’s earlier days through eight mural scale works by Regan Dunnick, four by Frank Hopper, and eight
selected paintings from the Arts Advocates collection. City Hall, 1565 1st Street, Sarasota; Van Wezel Performing
Arts Hall, 777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.

Fleeton Cortez by Regan Dunnick

Inthe Arts Advocates Galleryin The Crossingsat SiestaKeymall, visitorscan
enjoy 12 coordinating works by Sarasota Art Colony artists William Hartman,
Martha Hartman, Wilfred Berg, and Eugene White—artists whose pieces are
also featured at City Hall. These 12 works are in addition to our permanent
collection of Art Colony and
Highwaymen artworks on view
every Safurday from 2-4 p.m.
Arts Advocates Gallery, 3501 S.
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.

Two pieces from our collection on

display at Selby Library. Right down the road from City
Hall, inside Selby Library, you'll

find 14 pieces from our collection on display through September 15. Check

out the art when you're checking out books or browsing the bookstore at this

beautiful library. Selby Library, 1331 1st Street, Sarasota.

Beat the heat this summer and stop by the Arts Advocates Gallery, City Hall,
Selby Library, and the Van Wezel to discover the stories of the Sarasofa
legacy artists who shaped our community’s cultural history and continue to
inspire today.

Cleo by Martha Hartman
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https://www.sarasotafl.gov/Echoes-of-Sarasota

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Dear Arts Advocates Members and Friends,

Welcome to the summer months of July and August! Before
looking ahead, let us fake a moment to reflect on the
wonderful activities and accomplishments in June.

June Highlights

Although summer has arrived, Arts Advocates has
certainly not taken time off. On June 18, we held our first
“Summer in Sarasota” Social at the Art Ovation Hoftel.
This casual gathering featured drinks (Dutch freat) and
light nibbles, providing members with an opportunity to
relax and connect. Because these get-togethers were
such a success last year, we are pleased to bring them
back this summer.

We are also proud to announce two exciting community
partnerships that showcase artwork from the Arts
Advocates collection.

Working with the City of Sarasota and Ciera Coleman,
public art administrator, Arts Advocates has loaned eight
Sarasota Art Colony artworks for display at Sarasota City
Hall for one year. The exhibition also includes works by
noted Sarasota artists Regan Dunnick and Frank Hopper.
This Cultural Heritage Exhibition celebrates and shares
the many artistic and cultural legacies that have helped
shape Sarasota’s identity. The exhibition will be on view
through May 2027.

In addition, Arts Advocates has partnered with Heather
Gormen, assistant manager of Selby Library, to loan

13 artworks and one sculpture from our collection. The
exhibition will remain on display through September 15.
We are currently discussing the possibility of offering
guided tours of the exhibition. Located on both the upper
and lower levels of the library, this display supports the
City’s Cultural Heritage Initiative and commemorates our
nation’s 250th anniversary.

Looking Ahead to July

Our second “Summer in
Sarasota” Social will take place
at the Art Ovation Hotel on July
16, from 4:00 10 5:30 p.m. We
encourage you to join us. Come
reconnect with old friends and
make some new ones!

Planning for the Future Bill Rusling, President

As we reflect on a successful

season this year, we are already hard at work planning an
exciting schedule of events for Fall 2026 to Spring 2027.
Our luncheon speaker lineup is shaping up to be one of our
strongest ever. In addition, we will continue to offer social
events, gallery talks, Van Wezel tours, collaborations with
ofher arts organizations, and member exhibitions in the gallery.

| hope you all enjoy a happy, healthy, and safe summer. We
look forward to seeing you again in September.

Stay connected through our weekly e-blasts, monthly
newsletters, or by visiting www.artsadvocates.org for
updates and event registration.

Warmly,
Bill Rusling
President, Arts Advocates

Questions? Comments?
Suggestions for luncheon speakers, art talk
subjects, or other ideas for next season?

CONTACT BILL HERE %
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The Arts Advocates Gallery is located inside the
Crossings at Siesta Key mall,
3501 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.
Enter the mall through the doors next to Connors
Steak & Seafood and turn left.

info@artsadvocates.org | artsadvocates.org | Fine Arts Society of Sarasota, Inc. 2


mailto:president@artsadvocates.org
https://www.artsadvocates.org

VAN WEZEL TOURS RESUME IN SEPTEMBER

Exploring the Van Wezel from the
Art to the Stage

Perhaps you've seen the artworks displayed in the Van Wezel on the way to your seats to enjoy a show.
Maybe you even stopped to admire a painting. You may not have known these paintings and sculptures were
created by noted Florida artists and are on loan from Arts Advocates.

A docent will take you on a tour of the paintings
and sculptures including those by Robert Chase,
William Hartman, Eugene White, Ben Stahl,
Thornton Utz, and Frank Colson, to name just

a few. Then you will step onto the stage where

a Van Wezel guide will give you a peek behind
the curtain to learn about the many hands that
create the Van Wezel's shows. You will see

the ropes and pulleys that “fly” the scenery

on and off the stage, the movable orchestra

pif, dressing room, and loading dock where
traveling shows back up their 18-wheelers to
move their shows onto the stage. All the while
you'll be dazzled by stories and anecdotes about
the colorful world of show business!

2026: September 21, October 19,
November 16, December 8

2027: January 11, February 1, March 1, April 19

Tours are from 1:30-3:00 pm and begin in the
main lobby. Cost is $15 per person with proceeds
benefitting Arts Advocates and the Van Wezel’s
education/engagement programs. Tickets can
be purchased at the Van Wezel box office or by
calling (941) 263-6799.

Private group tours can be arranged by calling Justin Gomlak, Van Wezel’s director of education and
community engagement, at (941) 263-6754.
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Mark Your Galendars

Beverly Burger, Rennie Carter, and Linda
Bruemmer at the June Summer Social.

Summer Socials
Art Ovation Hotel bar

July 16 and August 20, 4-5:30 p.m.

Join us for our “Summer in Sarasota”
socials at the Art Ovation Hotel bar,
1255 N. Palm Ave.

(public parking garage next door).
No speaker, just drinks (Dutch treat)
and nibbles. These get-togethers
are the perfect way to meet up with
old friends and make new ones.
Registration is not requested —
just show up!

SOOI OO OO OO OO OO OO

Marie-Louise McHugh, Peter Mermin, Liz Trostli,
and Bill Rusling at the June Summer Social.

Luncheons

Our 2026-2027 luncheons will be held at the
Sarasota Yacht Club. Mark these Thursdays on
your calendars now and watch our newsletters

or the website for registration to open.
Prices remain the same at $45 for Arts
Advocates members and $50 for nonmembers.

October 15
November 19
January 21
February 18
March 18
April 8
May 13
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Here are a few highlights of events, speakers, and
exhibits from the past year. We did so much more

than this ... and we thank everyone who showed up,
participated, bought tickets, gave donations, presented,
interviewed, exhibited ... Arts Advocates would not be
possible without each and every one of you!

The Artists of Palmer
Ranch exhibited in
October.

The debut of Talkback Tuesdays in October
was a resounding success, drawing a full
gallery of engaged guests eager to participate
in a dynamic evening of dialogue with host
Nanette Crist and journalist Carrie Seidman.

Nanette Crist interviewed Blake
Walton during our November
Talkback Tuesday.

Artist Alicia Brown
with one of her works
in December’s Gilded

Helena Poto was one of the vendors
at our holiday bazaar.

exhibif.

The tour of Westcoast
Black Theatre Troupe
was enjoyed by many!
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Artist Jody Goldman
poses with two
of her paintings
during her January
exhibit in the Arts
Advocates Gallery. Nanette Crist and Peter Tush gave an intriguing
talk about the use of augmented reality in
museums. Peter is the curator of education at
the Salvador Dali Museum in St. Pete.

Sarasota Art Colony
artist Eugene White'’s
daughter Annie Bixler

discussed her dad’s
work, including being

a sometimes-unwilling
model as seen in the
ballerina painting, during
our special presentation
“Eugene White: Painter

of Vintage Florida.” Dasha Reich, Jana Millstone, and
Marianne Chapel were three of

the artists featured in the February

Talkback Tuesday “Dasha Reich -

The Flag: Nine Artists, Nine Flags.”

Gary Hansell and
Holly Barbour,

MD, are the proud
new owners of Art
Venti's Earth | Live,
Imagination | Dwell.
Venti exhibited in
the gallery in April

Stephenie Frasher and Ronnique Hawkins and May.

presented “Roots & Radiance: Learning
Their History,” the March Talkback Tuesday.
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A LOOK BACK

Arts Advocates
presented their annual
middle school art
awards for north and
south county schools.
Pictured here, north
county winners
Wendy Wardell, third
place, and Genevieve
Jorgeson, first place,
with Arts Advocates
President Bill Rusling.

Nanette Crist interviewed the Van
Wezel's Justin Gomlak for his Talkback
Tuesday, “From Broadway to the
Classroom: Building Creative Futures.”

Beth Arthur, a Sarasota Art Colony artist who
turns 100 this year, was celebrated in the
Arts Advocates Gallery and joined by many
family members for this retrospective of her
decades-long career as an abstract artist.

Beth’s daughter Robin
Draper gave a fascinating
talk about her mother and

growing up in Sarasota
during the high period of

the Sarasota Art Colony.

Seven of the 10 2026 Arts Advocates
scholarship winners were able o attend the May
luncheon and talk about their work, dreams,
and goals. (L-R) Sean Jenkins, Trenton Bardi,
Spencer Schurawel, Kila Sons, Isabella Juliano,
Samantha Tanelli, and Michael Snyder. Arts
Advocates awarded a fotal of $50,000 this year.
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As a core element of its mission, Arts
Advocates helps raise awareness of
local arts organizations. Please support
ongoing and upcoming programs in our
community. Click on the links for more
information about these events:

Artist Series Concerts of

Sarasota
2026-27 Season

Circus Arts Conservatory and
The Ringling

Summer Circus Spectacular

Sarasota Cuban Ballet
On Stage 2026

Sarasota Jewish Theatre
Newish Jewish Plays

Village of the Arts
Art Walks

Summer Socials

4-5:30 p.m.

Art Ovation Hotel bar
July 16

August 20

Luncheons
TMam-1p.m.
Sarasota Yacht Club
October 15 March 18
November 19 April 8
January 21 May 13
February 18

Van Wezel Tours

1:30-3 p.m.

September 21 January 11
October 19 February 1
November 16 March 1
December 8 April 19
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https://srqcubanballet.org/performances
https://www.ringling.org/event/fy27-summer-circus/
https://www.artistseriesconcerts.org
https://sarasotajewishtheatre.com/newish-jewish-plays/
https://villageofthearts.org

