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The Fine Arts Society of Sarasota, Inc.

JANUARY LUNCHEON PROGRAM

Heroes of the
Silver Screen with
Gus Mollasis

Thursday, January 15| 11a.m.-1p.m.
Sarasota Yacht Club

$45 for Arts Advocates members/
$50 for nonmembers

Love to go to the movies? Register now for this luncheon to
learn more about memorable screen stars such as James
Cagney and Pat O’Brian, Bogey and Bergman, Frank Capra,
Jimmy Stewart and other legends who influenced the movie
stars of today.

Writer, producer and film maker Gus Mollasis will fake us
through history with film clips of these heroes in some of their
most famous roles that elevated this art form in our culture. Gus
IS co-creator of the award-winning PBS series “Diamonds Along
the Highway,” focusing on Florida’s people, places, and history.

He has used his love and knowledge of film to work closely with Sarasota’s
respected film institutions — The Sarasota Film Society and the Sarasota
Film Festival — educating, enfertaining and engaging audiences in film, the
art form we all love.

Social time begins at 11 a.m. before lunch. Come early to meet other
members and friends who also love the arts.

Luncheons are sponsored by Observer Media Group.

REGISTER HERE %
BY JAN.9S
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Dear Arts Advocates Members and Friends,
Welcome to my first letter of 2026.

| would like to thank all our board of directors’
members, committee chairs, committee volunteers, and
participants in all of our 2025 events, all your fireless
work and effort made Arts Advocates and all of last
year's events so successful.

Looking Back on December’s Events

We had a very exciting backstage tour of the Westcoast
Black Theatre Troupe on December 2, during which we
met Nate Jacobs and his executive director, Julie Leach,
fora Q &A; saw a short film about the theatre; and toured
backstage and saw the two floors of the theatre building.

Our December member artist exhibition, Gilded: The
New Icons, showcased the work of Alicia Lisa Brown and
digital paintings by Liz Trostli. An opening reception was
held on December 6 with an audiovisual presentation and
talk by both artists.

A Celebration of Life for Carol Hirschburg, a beloved

and dedicated member of our Arts Advocates family,
was held in the gallery on December 16. Family members
and friends reminisced and shared stories of their
inferactions with Carol. She will be sorely missed.

Looking Ahead to January

Jody Goldman, our January member artist, will hold an
opening reception on January 3 from 2-4 p.m. in the
gallery. Her work will be on display through January 24,
Saturdays only, from 2-4 p.m. Jody uses her art to bring
attention fo the protection of endangered species and
their exclusive habitats, and awareness to the delicate
balance we have in nature.

Our Talkback Tuesdays series starts the new year off
with a talk by Peter Tush on January 13, when he will

share how The Dali Museum
is using augmented reality
to fransform the visitor
experience.

A Behind the Curtain tour at
the Van Wezel is scheduled
for January 12 from 1:30-3 p.m.

Our January luncheon,
Heroes of the Silver Screen,
will be held on January 15
from11a.m.-1p.m. atthe
Sarasota Yacht Club and will feature a talk by writer,
producer and film maker Gus Mollasis showing film
clips of memorable screen stars such as James Cagney
and Bogey.

Bill Rusling, President

We extend our sincere thanks to the Observer Media
Group for their generous sponsorship of our exhibifions
and luncheons through May 2026.

Stay connected through our weekly e-blasts, monthly
newsletters, or by visiting www.artsadvocates.org for
updates and event registration.

Warmly,

Bill Rusling
President, Arts Advocates

Questions? Comments?
Suggestions for luncheon speakers, art talk
subjects, or other ideas for next season?

CONTACT BILL HERE %

The Arts Advocates Gallery is located inside the Crossings at Siesta Key mall, 3501 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.
Enter the mall through the doors next to Connors Steak & Seafood and turn left.
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JANUARY MEMBER ARTIST EXHIBIT

JUDY GOLDMAN

Saturdays, January 3-24 | 2-4 P.M.
Arts Advocates Gallery

Jody has always been interested in creating
art but not until 2019 did she have the
opportunity to immerse herself in the creative
process. Although Jody is a self-directed
artist, she has taken advantage of learning
opportunities from several instructors who
fulfill her objective in style and approach and
broadened her techniques. She paints what
makes her happy, which shows in the final
results.

During her extensive airline career, Jody
had the opportunity to see the abundance
of wildlife in their diverse natural settings
in over 50 counftries, and she now uses her
art to bring attention to the protection of
endangered species and their exclusive
habitats. Her artwork is intended to bring
awareness to the delicate balance we have
in nature. Art focusing on animals can give
them a voice and bring awareness to their
plight that might not otherwise have been
seen nor heard.

Jody has been admitted to Oil Painters of America, Association
of Animal Artists, International Guild of Realism, and is a
resident artist of Island Gallery and Studios. She has been
awarded national and international recognition. Her works have
been displayed at the North Port Art Guild, ArtCenter Manatee,
Camelback Studios in Scottsdale, AZ; and VAir at Art4Apes
exhibition; featured on the cover of Sarasota Magazine; and
used as reference material at the Institute of Primate Studies in
Madison, WI. Her works are enjoyed in private homes in the USA
and Europe as well as various shops and galleries.

This exhibit is sponsored by Observer Media Group.
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Talkhack Tuesdays

This series features in-depth interviews, conducted by Nanette Crist, with local creatives, educators, journalists,
and nonprofit leaders who are shaping the city’s dynamic creative community. Each session fosters meaningful
conversations and community engagement through open dialogue with featured guests.

Hosted in the Arts Advocates Gallery, Talkback Tuesdays are from 4-6 pm. Admission is free for Arts Advocates
members and $5 for nonmembers. Registration for all programs is open now on our EVENTS PAGE.

January 13 [

Peter Tush

Curator of education at The Dali Museum
Beyond the Canvas: Augmented Reality and the
Future of Visual Art

Peter Tush, curator and senior interpreter at The Dali Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida, has been a driving
force behind the museum’s educational and interpretive programming for over 20 years. With degrees in art
history from New College of Florida and the University of South Florida, Peter combines scholarly depth with a
gift for making art accessible and engaging.

As curator of education, he shapes how visitors connect with Salvador Dali’s visionary works and other featured
artists. From curating exhibitions and crafting gallery labels to training docents and leading school programs,
Peter’s influence is felt throughout the museum experience.

Peter will share his perspective on the museum’s use of augmented reality—a powerful tool that’s transforming
how we interact with art. He'll explore how emerging technologies can deepen engagement, expand
accessibility, and open new doors for creative interpretation in the museum space.

February 10 March 10 April 7

Dasha Reich Ronnique Hawkins Justin Gomlak

Artist and creative icon Founder of Learn My History Broadway actor and education director
The Flag: Nine Artists, Nine Flags Roots & Radiance: of the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall
Through candid conversation Learning Their History From Broadway to the Classroom:
and artistic insight, Dasha will Inspired by her late mother and Building Creative Futures

guide us through the diverse her own cancer journey, Ro'swork  justin's journey is a masterclass in
interpretations of this powerful is deeply personal and fiercely artistic evolution. He will reflect on
symbol. From personal histories inclusive. Her response fo anti- his transition from Broadway to the
to collective memory, each piece Semitic backlash with love and classroom, the power of creative
invites reflection on what it means resilience reflects her guiding mentorship, and how arts education
fo belong, to question, and to principle: “An injustice anywhere can shape inclusive, empowered
celebrate. is a threat fo justice everywhere.” futures for the next generation.
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Tour — Behind the Curtain:
Exploring the Van Wezel from
the Art to the Stage

January 12, February 9, 1:30-3 p.m.

Take a guided tour of the paintings and sculptures owned by Arts
Advocates on display at the Van Wezel. After that, step onfo the stage
where a Van Wezel guide will give you a peek behind the curtain and
share stories and anecdotes about the colorful world of show business!

READ MORE HERE
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Arts Advocates has an unparalleled and impressive
collection of Sarasota Art Colony paintings that is open
for public view in our gallery and at the Van Wezel
Performing Arts Hall. Arts Advocates is loaning works
to two arts groups for display as part of their exhibition
schedules as well as co-sponsoring a falk by the
daughter of a Sarasota Art Colony artist.

Art Center Sarasota is celebrating its centennial season
with four works from the 1950s and 1960s that are owned
by Arts Advocates. Sentinel Rock by Syd Solomon is on
display until January 10. Image Scape by Jimmy Ernst

is on display from January 22 to February 21. Works by
Bill Hartman and Jon Corbino will be displayed in March
and April. Art Center Sarasota, 707 N. Tamiami Trail in
Sarasota, is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Admission is free.

Arts Advocates and Art Center Sarasota are
co-sponsoring Eugene White, Painter of
Vintage Florida, a talk by Alecia Harper,
cenfennial archivist and guest curator for Art
Center Sarasota, and Sarasota Art Colony
artist Eugene White's daughter Annie Bixler
on February 6 at 4 p.m. in the Arts Advocates
Gallery. Eugene White’'s Homecoming is
displayed in the gallery. Registration for this
free event is open now.

REGISTER HERE %

The Ringling College of Art and Design is borrowing nine
painfings owned by Arts Advocates for its Origins: Sarasota
Artist Colony 1945-1965 exhibit, on display from January 9
to April 11. Works loaned from the Arts Advocates collection
include paintings by artists Ben Stahl, Jon Corbino, Robert
Chase, Mary Sarg Murphy, Julio De Diego, Helen Sawyer,
Charles McCurry, Loren Wilford, and Lois Bartleft Tracy.

The galleries at Ringling College, 2700 N. Tamiami Trail in
Sarasota, are open to the public Tuesday through Friday,
9a.m.to 3 p.m. Admission is free.

Top: CenterRing by Mary Sarg Murphy
Above: Senfinel Rock by Syd Solomon
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Coming in February

Special Presentation
Eugene White, Painter of
Vintage Florida

February 6, 4-6 p.m. in the Arts Advocates Gallery

Arts Advocates and Art Center Sarasota are co-sponsoring this falk by
Sarasota Art Colony artist Eugene White’s daughter Annie Bixler and Alecia
Harper, centennial archivist and guest curator for Art Center Sarasota.
White devoted his life to painting the world around him—from Florida’s
working waterfronts to rural Midwestern farms.

Admission is free but registration is required. IS CIEII= 451543 @

Exhibit
Living Creatively: The Art of Lynn Coppinger

February 7-28, Saturdays only, 2-4 p.m.
in the Arts Advocates Gallery

Experience the vibrant and diverse world of Lynn Coppinger. Known for
her exceptional skill in colored pencil, Lynn explores intricate details and
masterful textures that bring hyper-realistic imagery to life. Alongside
this, her whimsical and abstract works reveal a playful and imaginative
spirit, offering something compelling for every art enthusiast.

This exhibit is sponsored by Observer Media Group.

Luncheon
Jazz Club of Sarasota

February 19, 11a.m.-1p.m. at Sarasota Yacht Club

The Jazz Club of Sarasota is dedicated to preserving and promoting jazz,
America’s original musical art form. Our luncheon speaker, Ed Linehan,
president of the club, will describe its many programs including the 46th
Annual Sarasota Jazz Festival being held in March at the Municipal Auditorium.
Jazz pianist Chris Neville will accompany Ed's talk at the luncheon.

REGISTER HERE % This luncheon is sponsored by Observer Media Group.
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MEET OUR ADVISORY BOARD

/
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During the holidays, the scholarship committee elves were hard at work

preparing for our scholarship program. The applications are on the website, school
systems have been alerted, and questions have been coming in.

We hope this will lead to a record number of applicants.
The deadline for completing the application process is February 15.
Application information is available on our website.

We will be celebrating our emerging visual and performing scholars on May 14 at the Sarasota Yacht Club. The 2026
recipients will be selected based upon their artistic talent, financial need, good character, documented academic
accomplishments, clear professional career goals in the arts, extracurricular activities, and demonstrated honors (in

school and from the community).
Luncheon tickets and sponsorship opportunities are online now. HECIOTER ERE %

Please invite your friends and associates in the community to take part in this important program. Now, more than
ever, supporting the arts is critical. To quote former president George W. Bush, “From music and dance fo painting and
sculpting, the arts allow us to explore new worlds and fo view life from another perspective... [they] encourage individuals to
sharpen their skills and abilities and fo nurture theirimagination and infellect.” With your help, our student scholar artists
will be able to do just that!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAST MONTH

Elisabeth Trostli Alicia Brown with
with some of some of her works
her works in in December’s
December’s Gilded exhibit
Gilded

exhibit

Singer-actress

The tour of Maicy Powell,
Westcoast who performs with
Black Theatre Westcoast Black
Trqupe was Theatre Troupe,
enjoyed by shared her talents
many! with the group.
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As a core element of its mission, Arts
Advocates helps raise awareness of
local arts organizations. Please support
ongoing and upcoming programs in our
community. Click on the links for more
information about these events:

Art Center Sarasota
Current Exhibits

Azara Ballet
Seasons
ensembleNEWSRQ

Goldbeater’s Skin

Ringling College Galleries
Origins: Sarasota Artist Colony,
1945-1965

FSU/Asolo Conservatory
Wolf at the Door

Special thanks to the Observer Media Group for
their media sponsorship of our 2025-2026 season!

January 3

Jody Goldman Exhibit
Opening Reception
2-4p.m.

January 12
Behind the Curtain Tour
1:30-3 p.m.

January 13

Talkback Tuesday

Peter Tush - Beyond the Canvas:

Augmented Reality and the Future of Visual Art
4-6p.m.

January 15
Luncheon: Heroes of the Silver Screen
MMa.m.-Tp.m.

February 6
Eugene White, Painter of Vintage Florida
4-6p.m.

February 7

Living Creatively: The Art of Lynn Coppinger
Opening Reception

2-4p.m.

February 9
Behind the Curtain Tour
1:30-3 p.m.

February 10

Talkback Tuesday

Dasha Reich - The Flag: Nine Artists, Nine Flags
4-6p.m.

February 19
Luncheon: Jazz Club of Sarasota
1Ma.m.-1p.m.
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https://www.artsarasota.org/onview
https://www.azaraballet.org/event-details/seasons-2026-03-20-19-00
https://www.ensrq.org/seasons/s10/2026-01-19-goldbeaters-skin
https://www.ringlingcollege.gallery/2026-origins
https://asolorep.org/show/wolf-at-the-door/



