
DECEMBER 2025

The Fine Arts Society of Sarasota, Inc.

Heroes of the
Silver Screen with 
Gus Mollasis 

JANUARY LUNCHEON PROGRAM

REGISTER HERE
BY  JAN. 9

Thursday, January 15 | 11 am-1 pm
Sarasota Yacht Club
$45 for Arts Advocates members/
$50 for nonmembers
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Luncheons are sponsored by Observer Media Group.

Love to go to the movies? Register now for this luncheon to learn more 
about memorable screen stars such as James Cagney and Pat O’Brian, 
Bogey and Bergman, Frank Capra, Jimmy Stewart and other legends 
who influenced the movie stars of today. 

Writer, producer and film maker Gus Mollasis will take us through history with film clips of these heroes 
in some of their most famous roles that elevated this art form in our culture. Gus is co-creator of the 
award-winning PBS series “Diamonds Along the Highway,” focusing on Florida’s people, places, and 
history.

He has used his love and knowledge of film to work closely with Sarasota’s respected film institutions 
– The Sarasota Film Society and the Sarasota Film Festival – educating, entertaining and engaging 
audiences in film, the art form we all love. 

Social time begins at 11 am before lunch. Come early to meet other members and friends who also love 
the arts.

Mark your calendars now for all our 2026 luncheons, and remember that registration 
closes one week prior to each luncheon date.

2026: January 15, February 19, March 19, April 16, May 21

https://www.artsadvocates.org/members/events-members/357-luncheon-heroes-of-the-silver-screen-with-gus-mollasis


Dear Arts Advocates Members and Friends,

We are pleased to share that four of our Sarasota Art 
Colony artworks will be on loan to Art Center Sarasota 
over the next three months as part of their Colony 
Artists Celebration, beginning in December. The first 
featured piece, Syd Solomon’s “Sentinel Rock,” will 
be on display from December 4 through January 10, 
2026. Art Center Sarasota is located at 707 N. Tamiami 
Trail if you’d like to pay a visit.

The Landings Artists Collaborative held their 
vibrant exhibition in our gallery in November, with a 
wonderfully attended reception on November 8. 

Blake Walton and Nanette Crist had an engaging 
discussion during our November Talkback Tuesday.

On November 14 and 15, we hosted our annual holiday 
bazaar, featuring many talented vendors offering 
creative gifts, accessories, and fine art. 

For our November 20 luncheon at the Sarasota Yacht 
Club, we were delighted to welcome Rick Dakan, chair 
of Ringling College of Art and Design’s AI Task Force. 
His insightful talk about AI’s growing influence in the 
arts sparked thoughtful conversation and reflection.

Looking Ahead to December:

Our December member artist exhibition, Gilded: The 
New Icons, showcases the work of Alicia Lisa Brown 
and digital paintings by Liz Trostli. Please join us 
for the opening reception on December 6 from 2–4 
p.m. in the gallery, with an audiovisual presentation 
beginning at 2:30. The exhibition will be open every 

Saturday in December from 
2–4 p.m. and will close on 
December 27.

A Behind the Curtain tour at 
the Van Wezel is scheduled 
for December 8 from 1:30–
3:00 p.m. Tickets can be 
purchased by calling (941) 
263-6799 or at their box 
office.

Stay connected through our weekly e-blasts, monthly 
newsletters, or by visiting  www.artsadvocates.org 
for updates and event registration.

Wishing you all a wonderful and joyous holiday 
season.

Warmly,

Bill Rusling
President, Arts Advocates

Bill Rusling, President

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
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CONTACT BILL HERE

The Arts Advocates Gallery is located inside the Crossings at Siesta Key mall, 3501 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 
Enter the mall through the doors next to Connors Steak & Seafood and turn left.

Ask the President
Questions? Comments? 
Suggestions for luncheon speakers, art talk 
subjects, or other ideas for next season? 

https://www.artsadvocates.org
mailto:president@artsadvocates.org
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DECEMBER MEMBER ARTIST EXHIBIT

Gilded: The New Icons
PAINTINGS BY ALICIA BROWN 
& DIGITAL WORKS BY ELISABETH TROSTLI

Saturdays, December 3-27 | 2-4 PM 
Arts Advocates Gallery

Opening reception December 3, 2:30 pm, featuring tasty 
tropical bites and refreshments, plus a fascinating audio-
visual presentation. Both artists will be on hand to introduce 
their works and discuss their respective insights and 
techniques including the artistic uses of AI.

Together in the Arts Advocates Gallery, through their 
respective mediums, Alicia and Elisabeth explore themes 
of identity, female beauty, and representation. Drawing 
inspiration from Renaissance, Baroque, and Pre-Raphaelite 
traditions, they explore how history, culture, and personal 
narratives shape the way women are portrayed in art. 

While their mediums differ—Alicia through oil painting and 
Elisabeth through digital collage—their works converge in 
reimagining contemporary icons of diversity and inclusivity.

Alicia Brown’s richly detailed figurative oil paintings 
reimagine her family members in portraits that weave 
together colonial and Caribbean histories. Using religious 
iconography and lush floral imagery from her native Jamaica, 
Brown reflects on identity and belonging as a Jamaican living 
in Florida. 

Elisabeth Trostli, originally from Brazil, creates richly layered 
digital collages that combine hand-drawn illustrations, 
photography, and fractal patterns, enhanced with AI. Her 
work, influenced by global travel and classical artistic 
traditions, encourages viewers to embark on a fantastical 
journey visual discovery.

Top: Invasive Species by Alicia Brown

Right: Striped Turban by Elisabeth Trostli

This exhibit is sponsored by Observer Media Group.
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POWER YOUR ARTS PASSION
When you are planning your year-end donations, please renew your 
support of Arts Advocates by donating to help us reach our goal of 
$45,000 to fund our impressive scholarship program (that awarded 
$5,000 each to eight local students in 2025); maintain our beautiful 
gallery space that hosts artist exhibits and openings, art talks, and 
collaborating organizations’ events; and prudently manage operating 
expenses. 

You may designate your donation toward scholarships, the gallery, programs, or any other 
part of our mission that inspires you. Donations that are not designated will be allocated to the 
general operating fund. 

Donate today to help reach our fundraising goal of $45,000. 
We deeply appreciate your financial support!

DONATE 
NOW

Nanette Crist interviewing Truman 
Adams.

Member artist Susan Klein.

Peter Rothstein, Asolo Rep’s producing 
artistic director pictured here with Mary 
Braxton-Joseph, Nancy Roucher, and 
Saji John.

Eight scholarship winners from Sarasota and Manatee counties.Arts Advocates Gallery 

https://www.artsadvocates.org/donate
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A new series designed to spotlight Sarasota’s vibrant arts and cultural scene 

This series features in-depth interviews, conducted by Nanette Crist, with local creatives, educators, journalists, 
and nonprofit leaders who are shaping the city’s dynamic creative community. Each session fosters meaningful 
conversations and community engagement through open dialogue with featured guests.

Hosted in the Arts Advocates Gallery, Talkback Tuesdays are from 4-6 pm. Admission is free for Arts Advocates 
members and $5 for nonmembers. Registration for all programs is open now on our EVENTS PAGE. 

Talkback Tuesdays

January 13
Peter Tush
Curator of education at 
The Dalí Museum
Beyond the Canvas: 
Augmented Reality and the 
Future of Visual Art 

Peter will share his perspective on the museum’s 
use of augmented reality—a powerful tool that’s 
transforming how we interact with art. He’ll 
explore how emerging technologies can deepen 
engagement, expand accessibility, and open new 
doors for creative interpretation in the museum 
space.

March 10
Ronnique Hawkins
Founder of Learn My History
Roots & Radiance: 
Learning Their History

Inspired by her late mother and her own cancer 
journey, Ro’s work is deeply personal and fiercely 
inclusive. Her response to anti-Semitic backlash 
with love and resilience reflects her guiding 
principle: “An injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere.”

February 10
Dasha Reich
Artist and creative icon
The Flag: Nine Artists, 
Nine Flags

Through candid conversation and artistic 
insight, Dasha will guide us through the diverse 
interpretations of this powerful symbol. From 
personal histories to collective memory, each 
piece invites reflection on what it means to belong, 
to question, and to celebrate.

April 7
Justin Gomlak
Broadway actor and education 
director of the Van Wezel 
Performing Arts Hall
From Broadway to the Classroom: 
Building Creative Futures

Justin’s journey is a masterclass in artistic 
evolution. He will reflect on his transition from 
Broadway to the classroom, the power of creative 
mentorship, and how arts education can shape 
inclusive, empowered futures for the next 
generation.

https://www.artsadvocates.org/members
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Coming Up

Tour – Behind the Curtain: 
Exploring the Van Wezel from the 
Art to the Stage
January 12, 1:30-3 pm

Take a guided tour of the paintings and sculptures owned by Arts 
Advocates on display at the Van Wezel. After that, step onto the 
stage where a Van Wezel guide will give you a peek behind the 
curtain and share stories and anecdotes about the colorful world 
of show business! 

READ MORE HERE 

Exhibit – Jody Goldman
January 3-24, Saturdays only, 2-4 pm

Jody has always been interested in creating art but 
not until 2019 did she have the opportunity to immerse 
herself in the creative process. During her extensive 
airline career, Jody saw the abundance of wildlife 
in their diverse natural settings in over 50 countries 
and she now uses her art to bring attention to the 
protection of endangered species and their exclusive 
habitats. Her artwork is intended to 
bring awareness to the delicate balance 
we have in nature. Art focusing on 
animals can give them a voice and bring 
awareness to their plight that might not 
otherwise have been seen nor heard.

This exhibit is sponsored by Observer Media Group. Geese Headed South

https://www.artsadvocates.org/members/events-members/341-behind-the-curtain-exploring-the-van-wezel-from-the-art-to-the-stage-1-12
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAST MONTH

Nanette Crist interviewed Blake Walton 
during our November Talkback Tuesday.

Elaine Foster was the lucky winner of Tony 
Reinemann’s “The Garden of Eden” print, our 
November luncheon raffle item.

November luncheon speaker Rick Dakan 
discussed AI’s growing influence in the arts.

Thanks to our wonderful and talented holiday bazaar vendors 
and all who showed up to shop! 

Angela Murray Chris Conners
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAST MONTH

Helena Poto

Liz Trostli

Donna Bergman and Karen Kratz

Judy Levine

Maureen Riesco

Jerry Blumengarten



HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAST MONTH

Melissa ErlinbachKate Moskowitz

Michael Passarello

Yvonne Krystman

Nancy Polis
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save the dates
+	 December 2
	 Tour: Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe
	 10 am-noon

+	 December 6
	 Gilded: The New Icons Exhibit 
	 Opening Reception
	 2-4 pm

+	 December 8
	 Behind the Curtain Tour
	 1:30-3 pm

+	 January 3
	 Jody Goldman Exhibit 
	 Opening Reception
	 2-4 pm

+	 January 12
	 Behind the Curtain Tour
	 1:30-3 pm

+	 January 13
	 Talkback Tuesday 
	 Peter Tush - Beyond the Canvas: 
	 Augmented Reality and the Future of 
	 Visual Art
	 4-6 pm

+	 January 15
	 Luncheon: Heroes of the Silver Screen
	 11 am-1 pm

!"##$%&'()*+$,-.*/%&0 *
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As a core element of its mission, Arts 
Advocates helps raise awareness of 
local arts organizations. Please support 
ongoing and upcoming programs in our 
community. Click on the links for more 
information about these events:

Artist Series Concerts of 
Sarasota 
Morning Song

Hermitage Artist Retreat 
The Fantasy of Reality

Key Chorale
Sounds of the Season

Lemon Bay Playhouse
The Sweet Delilah Swim Club

Venice Theatre
Honky Tonk Laundry

Special thanks to the Observer Media Group for 
their media sponsorship of our 2025-2026 season!

https://www.artistseriesconcerts.org/events/240-morning-song
https://hermitageartistretreat.org/event/the-fantasy-of-reality/?instance_id=1214
https://keychorale.org/concerts/sounds-of-the-season/
https://www.lemonbayplayhouse.com/events/the-sweet-delilah-swim-club/
https://venicetheatre.org/events/honky-tonk-laundry/



