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Arts Advocates 2026 Scholarship Recipients

Trenton Bardi

Trenton is a junior architecture major at the University of Florida. In addition to
maintaining a 3.9 GPA, Trenton has had internships in construction and urban
planning to obtain practical experience in the field. This summer he hopes to
intern at an architectural firm as another step fowards becoming a licensed
architect. His goal is to design buildings that are “deeply responsive to the
people that inhabit them.”

Emmalee Bunnell*

Entering her junior year at Marymount Manhattan College majoring in dance,
Emmimaintains a 3.7 GPA. She has performed professionally, including a
performance at the Joyce Theatre in NYC, and has participated in numerous
prestigious intensives. Emmi serves on the board of Marymount’s chapter of the
National Dance Education Foundation. Her passion is to create opportunities
that will allow all aspiring dancers to participate in dance programming.

Vivianna Coppa™

Viviannais a junior musical theatre major at Jacksonville University, with a
3.9 GPA. She took first place in the honors recital competition of the National
Association of Teachers of Singing, North Florida Chapter. Sheis also a
Division 1 rower! Her career goal is fo work as a professional stage/screen
actor and filmmaker, creating projects that reflect perseverance, creativity,
and human connection.

Sean Jenkins

Sean is a sophomore majoring in film at Ringling College of Art & Design,
where he maintains a 3.0 GPA. His areas of focus are cinematography,
editing, and sound. In 2025, he was named Best Freshman Cinematographer,
and his team earned first place in the Ringling 72-Hour Film Festival three
consecutive times. He plans to pursue a career in the film industry.

Isabella Juliano

Bella, a senior at Lakewood Ranch High School, has served as captain of the
LRHS Dance Team for two years. She was named Studio Dancer of the Year
(2026) at Jump Dance Company, where she dedicates 22 hours a week,

and has participated in programs such as the Joffrey Ballet Miami Summer
Intensive, all while maintaining a 3.8 GPA. Bella will be majoring in dance in
college and aspires to become a choreographer.

Spencer Schurawel

Spencer has a 4.8 GPA in the International Baccalaureate Career Program
at Riverview High School, completing 5 AP courses and receiving numerous
Scholastic Art & Writing awards. Spencer has created logos, apparel and
backdrops for her school Colorguard team. She will be majoring in graphic
design in college and plans to pursue a career in product design — creating
brands, logos and marketing materials.

Michael Snyder

Michael is a freshman at Ringling College of Art & Design, pursuing a BFA in
entertainment design with a 3.3 GPA. Michael’s specialties are set designs,
backdrops, stage props and scale models. Before college, Michael used his
skills to create his Eagle Scout project as well as stage props for a local theater.
His dream job is to work at Universal Studios, creating new park environments.

Kila Sons

Kila is a senior at Booker High School in the VPA Theatre program, where
she played the lead in the 2026 spring musical and maintains a 4.7 GPA. A
“triple threat” in acting, singing and dancing, she has studied at the Sarasota
Ballet, Onyx Dance Studio and Ovation School of Musical Theatre. Kila is the
recipient of a Cambridge Advanced International Certificate of Education
Merit Diploma.

Samantha Tanelli*

Sam will be entering her senior year at Ringling College of Art & Design with

a 3.7 GPA. In 2025, her entry was hamed Best Interior Painting in the juried
show Best of Ringling. She was selected to participate in both the Kohl’s and
Abercrombie & Fitch Sophomore Summits, where her future options expanded
to include commercial design. Her career aspirations are to illustrate
children’s books and create an art studio for children.

Danae Tran*

Danae is entering her senior year at Stetson University, maintaining a 3.9 GPA.
Aviolin performance major, Danae performs with the Stetson Symphony and
is concertmaster of the Chamber Orchestras. She was a soloist at a Carnegie
Hall performance in 2025. This summer, she will be performing with the SU
Chamber Orchestra in Germany as co-concertmaster. Danae plans to pursue
a Master’s degree in violin performance.

*Repeat Recipient of an Arts Advocates Scholarship




Thank You to our Supporters!

We extend our deepest gratitude to the generous individuals and
organizations whose support makes our scholarship program possible.
Yourcommitmentempowersemergingartfiststopursuetheireducation,
refine their crafts, and contribute to a vibrant cultural community.

NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS

THE MARTHA FITZSIMMONS SCHOLARSHIP
Donated by Patricia Taylor in honor of her mother
Recipient: Spencer Schurawel

THE CAROL HIRSCHBURG SCHOLARSHIP
Donated by Patricia Taylor in memory of Carol Hirschburg
Recipient: Emmalee Bunnell

THE DONNA MAYTHAM SCHOLARSHIP
Donated by Patricia Golemme and Patricia Taylor
in memory of Donna Maytham
Recipient: Isabella Juliano

Scholarship Committee Chair: Jane Sheridan
Scholarship Committee:
Abbie Brothers, Linda Bock-Hinger, Barb Bullock, Rennie Carter,
Tonya Eubank, Patricia Golemme, Meg Krakowiak,
Maureen Shea, Patricia Taylor



